UK DRONE Rules Quick Guide Revised 2016. Area21.

Type of Flight

Hobby with no
camera

Hobby no
camera

Hobby with
camera (not
FPV)

Hobby with
camera (not
FPV)

Hobby, FPV
with goggles

Commercial
with PfAW

Commercial
with PfAW

Max flying Max altitude Max distance Spotter Flight allowed Flight allowed Min distance Min distance in | Event or
weight from pilot from pilot required in regulated air  in urban area take-off and flight from assembly of
including landing from persons not more than 1000
batteries persons not under pilots people
under pilots control
control
Up to 7 kg None VLOS rules Optional Yes Yes NA NA Not over or
within 150
meters
7-20kg 400 ft VLOS rules Optional No - unless Not within 150 NA NA Not over or
permission m of any within 150
from ATC congested area meters
Up to 7 kg 400 ft 500 m Optional No - unless Not within 150 30 m 50 m Not over or
permission m of any within 150
from ATC congested area meters
7-20kg 400 ft 500 m Optional No - unless Not within 150 30 m 50 m Not over or
permission m of any within 150
from ATC congested area meters
Up to 3.5 kg 1000 ft 500 m Yes No - unless Not within 150 30 m 50 m Not over or
permission m of any within 150
from ATC congested area meters
Up to 7 kg 400 ft 500 m Optional / Yes Yes 30 m 50 m Not over or
highly within 150
recommended meters unless
CAOSC is
granted
7 to 20 kg 400 ft 500 m Optional / Yes with Not without 30 m 50 m Not over or
highly approval from CAOSC within 150
recommended ATC meters unless
CAOSC is
granted

Pilots capturing images must be mindful of privacy laws. The Information Commissioners Office (ICO) recommends UAVS are operated responsibly with respect to the privacy of others.
Think about what personal data will be collected of someone. How will this information be used on social media sites. Who will be able to reuse this data (photographers copy right their
images) Will the data be secure. Good advice is let people know what you’re doing. Be visible wear Hi Viz jacket. Consider your surroundings. Get to know your cameras capability. Plan your
flight. Keep your aircraft in sight. Think before sharing your images. Avoid conflict situations. Demonstrate you are acting responsibly.




